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The Unknown Christian Prince of Ar-ran
The Unknown Christian Prince of Ar-ran is a fascinating book. 
In a highly thorough and engaging manner, the author explores perspectives and geopolitical events related to the early Christian church of Caucasus-Albania. All events that unfolded in the region during the Late Antiquity, i.e., among the nations of the Caucasus and the Persian Empire, is a fascinating study, not only in Azerbaijan, but also to Europeans dealing with Church History studies. 
By using old written sources, and including relevant, modern historical research articles, the Azerbaijani research lecturer in Church History Samir Salam-zade explains how Caucasus-Albanian kings balance their Christian identity in their “dual position” as both vassals under Zoroastrian Persian dominance, and at the same time connected to major political conflicts that occurred during the reign of King Vachagan III in Arran and the two imperial, rival rulers the Sasanians and the Byzantines.
The author examines a specific, military event described in the famous historiographical work *The Chronicle of Pseudo-Zachariha Rhetor*, compiled and written in Mesopotamia in the Syriac language around 568/569 AD. The passage recounts the siege of the city of Amida (modern-day Diyarbakir located to upper Mesopotamia) in the winter of 502/503 AD. A certain prince from the land of Arran takes part in the attack on the Sassanian side. Miraculously, the Caucasian-Albanian vassal prince negotiates with King Kawad I of Persia —regarding the Christian inhabitants of the city, and all those who had sought refuge inside a famous church building named The Great Church of the Forty Martyrs. King Kawad I accepted the pleadings and saved the terrified hiding flock from the fires of war and a gruesome death.
This historical event of the siege of Amida is the “trigging point” of the present book. The author takes the reader on a condensed journey through the historical developments tied to the history of the Caucasus-Albanian Church and its royal ruler around the period of the beginning of the 6th century.  In a reasonable and well-structured manner, Samir Salam-zade shortly outlines the country’s Christian history during the ruling-period of the pious king Vachagan III. The author is drawing extensively on de primary source for the ancient history of the Caucasus-Albanian Church, as described in the famous work: *The History of the Caucasus Albanians* by Movses Dasxuranci. At the same time he includes research material from well-known scholars of our time like archaeologist Rashid Geyushov and Professor Farida Mammadova; - both which I have had the honour to meet several times during the 1990ies. An important source is also the studies of the Dagestani archaeologist and Caucasian specialist Murtazali Gadjiev. 
Samir Salam-zade places the entire historical episode associated with King Vachagan III standing at “The Gates of Amida” -  within a broader field of church history research, where he points out that “the prince of Arran appears to have embraced the peace-promoting aspects of the old Christian church, characterized by a merciful ethos amid the flames of wars. 
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